Authors: We thank the reviewer for his comment. The sentence has been revised to make it clearer as detailed below:
"Results from the Illicit Drug Reporting System survey of regular injecting drug users in Australia shows that 40% of the survey participants had at least one criminal activity in the month before the survey." p. 7 last sentence is unclear Authors: The sentence has been revised as detailed below:
"However, there is growing evidence that people who have experienced multiple incarcerations have an increased risk of death on release from prison and are more likely to be admitted to hospital suggests poor health and psychosocial outcomes for people are associated with re-offending and high rates of RTC23. These findings highlight the importance of post-release models of care that reduce recidivism and improve health outcomes. This article describes the study protocol for the evaluation of the Connections Program. " p.10, par 2: What % are referred to Connections by friends or family? This would seem to be a strong marker for social support and an important confound (if common and not controlled for).
Authors: Referral to the Connections Program can be done through multiple sources including correctional and health staff, friends, family and legal representatives. There is no systematic recording of the source of referral. For this reason we are unable to provide the proportion of patients who were referred to Connections by friends or family. We will make this clear in any future publications.
Thank you for your consideration of the manuscript.
